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After Ice Storm
by Carol Hamilton
Branches clack clack creak 
and clatter in south wind toss. 
Their brittle veins/capillaries 
reach up, wave, screech.
And here beside me 
empty June bug shell sparkles 
shoe polish brown in early sun, 
waits on undisturbed trunk of tree, 
secured there, will outlast this day. 
It does not argue issues 
of utility versus survival, 
and the sun does not interrogate 
what it touches in passing.
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